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PARIS, FRANCE, MAY 2009

Dear Viewer,

There was something familiar in the story of François Chenu. The first time I read about him in the paper, it struck me that

François was born in Charleville Mézières, that he was gay and that he died young. He reminded me of Arthur Rimbaud, the

19th century poet, who was born in the same city and died around the same age. Symbolically, François’ death could have

been Rimbaud’s death had Rimbaud stayed around. 

And then I met with François’ family. That was the second shock. This family was so extraordinary in their way of dealing with

their grieving process that I felt I had to refocus the project and describe their long road toward recovering from their loss.

Beyond Hatred starts 700 days after the death of François and just a few months before the trial of his three murderers. The

film tries to describe the next step, as family members regain control over their lives.
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It shows the Chenu family during the second phase of the grieving process. François’ family is still in vivid pain and feels

powerless. After the murder of François, they understand they have lost control over their own lives. At one point I think they

wanted revenge, but that didn’t last long. The family lost their son because of hatred; they didn't want to lose their values as

well.

François died because he was gay. These three young skinheads killed him because they were full of hatred and violence. The

Chenu family never believed “an eye for an eye” would make the world a better place. Asking for revenge would have meant

responding on the same level. They just wanted the young men to go on trial and they felt the need — even though it was

painful — to apply their beliefs to this tragedy. Overall, they wanted the violence to stop, and they wanted to replace it with

something positive. They held out their hands to their son’s killers. This message is universal. 

Their friends’ reactions were severe: Most of them wanted the three young men who killed François to die, even though

death the penalty doesn’t exist in Europe. François’s family didn’t share this “gut feeling” and lost a few friends over their dif-

ferences. 

The Chenus disturbed people with their reactions, or rather, they disturbed people by failing to react in the way that was ex-

pected of them. Cry. Ask for revenge. And remain silent after that. François’ family chose life. They wanted to rejoin the com-

munity and make a statement based on the values they believed in.

I met with the Chenus last week, almost seven years after the death of François. It was a long and lonely road for them. But

they finally made it and François is still very much with them. 

We decided to shoot Beyond Hatred on super 16. Other aesthetic choices came from observation. Usually, the people you

portray give you the necessary signals; as a filmmaker you just need to adapt to their rhythms. 

Choices were basic. I didn’t want photos of François Chenu, because it is a film about the absence of François Chenu, and I

wanted to make the story as universal as possible. 

The overall rhythm needed to suggest that recovery is endless. 

For the murder scene, I insisted on showing its banality. I didn’t want to make a show of the victim’s death. I did the oppo-

site. With the park sequence, I tried to stop the film. I didn’t want his death to be entertaining.

I wanted to describe the time of grief. When everything seems slow. When all kinds of thoughts go through your mind. When

you are powerless to master the images that go through your head. We only shot 17 hours of film.

The film shows a path. It doesn’t pretend to be exhaustive. It is a point of view. 

Olivier Meyrou, 

Director/Writer, Beyond Hatred
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In 2002, a trio of French skinheads went cruising in a Rheims

park, intending to vent their hate on an Arab. When they

couldn’t find a suitable victim of Middle Eastern descent,

they attacked François Chenu, a twenty-nine-year-old gay

man. They left the severely beaten and unconscious Chenu

in a pond, where he drowned.

Suddenly, Chenu’s family members found themselves invol-

untarily immersed in trying to make sense of a senseless

crime. Beyond Hatred, a feature-length (82-minute) film,

documents their healing process using stark and revealing

interviews with people who loved Chenu, as well as defense

and prosecution lawyers involved in the trial of Chenu’s mur-

derers.

Beyond Hatred provides a remarkable portrait of a family

that rejected revenge in favor of a plea for tolerance and un-

derstanding. As an outreach tool, it challenges viewers to do

the same. With no narrator to reinterpret events or people’s

words, audiences are left to draw their own conclusions

about the ways in which societies, as well as individual deci-

sions, produce killers.  
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Beyond Hatred is well suited for use in a variety of

 settings and is especially recommended for use with:

• Your local PBS station 

• Groups that have discussed previous PBS and

P.O.V. films relating to hate crimes or LGBT issues,

including Two Towns of Jasper or Family

Fundamentals.

• Groups focused on any of the issues listed in the

Key Issues section

• High school students

• Faith-based organizations and institutions

• Cultural, art or historical organizations,

institutions or museums

• Civic, fraternal and community groups

• Academic departments or student groups at

colleges, universities and high schools

• Community organizations with a mission to

promote education and learning, such as local

libraries

• Conferences or symposiums focused on issues of

diversity, anti-violence and human rights 

Beyond Hatred is an excellent tool for outreach and will

be of special interest to people interested in the following

topics:

• Crime victims

• Diversity

• Family

• Forgiveness and Reconciliation

• France

• Gender

• Hate crimes

• Hate crime legislation

• Hate groups

• Human rights

• Gay bashing

• LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) issues

• Neo-fascism

• Prejudice

• Racism

• Skinheads

• Socioeconomic class

• Stereotypes

• Tolerance

• Xenophobia

© American Documentary, Inc.
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USING THIS GUIDE

This guide is an invitation to dialogue. It is based on a  belief in the power of human connection, designed for people who

want to use Beyond Hatred to engage  family, friends, classmates, colleagues and communities. In contrast to  initiatives

that foster debates in which  participants try to convince others that they are right, this document envisions conversations

undertaken in a spirit of openness in which people try to understand one another and expand their thinking by sharing

viewpoints and listening actively.

The discussion prompts are intentionally crafted to help a wide range of audiences think more deeply about the  issues in

the film. Rather than attempting to address all of the prompts, choose one or two that best meet your needs and interests.

And be sure to leave time to  consider taking action. Planning the next steps can help people leave the room feeling

energized and optimistic, even in instances when conversations have been difficult. For more detailed event planning and

facilitation tips, visit www.pbs.org/pov/beyondhatred.



The Crime and the Trial

On September 13, 2002, François Chenu was attacked by

three skinheads in Léo Lagrange park in Reims, France.

Chenu resisted, but he was beaten unconscious and thrown

into a pond, where he drowned. The three attackers, Michael

Regnier, Fabien Lavenus and Franck Billette, were soon ap-

prehended by the police. The three young men, including

one who was a minor at the time, said they had gone into

the park to attack “an Arab,” but instead focused on Chenu,

targeting him because he was gay.

In 2004, Regnier, Lavenus and Billette were tried for Chenu’s

murder. Mourad Benkoussa served as the lawyer for the

three attackers, and in making his case he emphasized their

own experiences of violence and poverty. Regnier and

Lavenus received 20-year sentences, while Billette, who was

a minor at the time of the crime, was sentenced to 15 years.

Billette’s parents, who burned Chenu’s identification card

after being told of the crime, were convicted of destroying

evidence. 

Chenu’s parents, Jean-Paul and Marie-Cecile Chenu, and sis-

ter followed the proceedings closely, keeping in contact with

the prosecutor as well as the defense attorney. While they

mourned the loss of François, they worked to overcome the

desire for vengeance, insisting only that justice should be

done through the courts. After the trial, they wrote a letter

to the perpetrators and offered to open a dialogue. 

Sources

“A Family Struggling to Heal.” Matt Zoller Seitz. 

The New York Times. June 15, 2007.

http://movies.nytimes.com/2007/06/14/movies/15beyo.html; 

“L’après-crime homophobe.” Libération. March 14, 2007.

www.liberation.fr/cinema/010196494-l-apres-crime-homophobe; 

“Le courage.” Libération. March 15, 2006.

www.liberation.fr/medias/010142069-le-courage; “Agressions

homophobes : une rue pour François Chenu.” September 12, 2005.

www.sos-homophobie.org
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Hate Crimes – Human Rights Abuses

Hate crimes endanger the lives of thousands every day

across Europe and North America and beyond. Hate crimes

attack the very identities of their victims, and studies have

shown that they can thus have further reaching psycholog-

ical consequences than violent crimes not motivated by bias.

Hate crimes also threaten whole communities, affecting

those who identify with the victim because of race, religion

or other attributes. As a result, hate crimes leave many living

in fear and feeling alienated from the larger society. 

Members of communities targeted for violence cannot move

freely in towns and cities, much less participate fully in the

larger society. Even where hate crimes don’t involve severe

violence, they may result in progressive marginalization and

exclusion, largely barring those under threat from the exer-

cise of rights taken for granted by others. The right to live

and worship where and how one pleases, to participate fully

in political life and to enjoy economic, social and cultural

rights– including equality in employment, education and ac-

cess to social services – are all affected. By undermining the

shared value of equality, hate crimes threaten the very fab-

ric of the increasingly diverse societies in which we live.

Because of their consequences for individuals, communities

and societies as a whole, hate crimes are particularly perni-

cious forms of discrimination, threatening the equal enjoy-

ment of fundamental rights and freedoms.

Source: 

Human Rights First, www.humanrightsfirst.org.
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Hate Crimes in France

SOS Homophobie, a French advocacy organization, cited 132

acts of violence targeting gay and lesbian people in 2007,

the most recent year for which figures are available – a de-

crease of 14 percent from 2006. The National Consultative

Commission on Human Rights (CNCDH), a French govern-

ment agency, reported an overall reduction in the number

of hate crimes targeting minorities in that year as well. 

In 2003, France enacted legislation to impose stiffer penal-

ties on crimes in which a victim was targeted due to mem-

bership (or perceived membership) in a racial, ethnic or

religious minority group. Shortly thereafter, the law was

amended to include protection for victims targeted due to

their sexual orientation. 

Sources: 

2008 Hate Crime Survey. Human Rights First.

www.humanrightsfirst.org/discrimination; 

“Hate Crime Report Card – France.” Human Rights First.

www.humanrightsfirst.org/discrimination; Commission Nationale

Consultative des Droits de l’Homme (CNCDH), « La Lutte Contre le

Racisme et la Xénophobie: Rapport d’activité 2007, ” 2007, 

Section I, p. 13, available at: http://lesrapports.ladocumentation-

francaise.fr/BRP/084000167/0000.pdf (accessed on June 11, 2008);

Criminal Code of France, Articles 221-4, 222-10.
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Hate Crimes in the United States

A survey in the United States found that crimes targeting

LGBT individuals rose by 24 percent in 2007, as compared

with the previous year. The report also notes a stark increase

in the number of murders classified as hate crimes – from 10

nationwide in 2006 to 21 in 2007. Research suggests that

many LGBT people regularly experience hostility and/or bias

based on their sexual orientation or gender identity and ex-

pression. 

Laws in the United States addressing hate crimes vary

widely. A majority of states have some form of hate crime

legislation, but the protected parties are different in each

state. Efforts to expand federal law to cover hate crimes tar-

geted at LGBT individuals have been unsuccessful. In 2007,

under threat of a veto from the Bush administration, Con-

gressional leaders withdrew their support for the Matthew

Shepard Act, which would expand protection to victims tar-

geted due to gender, sexual orientation, disability or gender

identity. Currently, federal law considers acts that target in-

dividuals or groups based on their race, color, religion or na-

tional origin to be hate crimes. The Obama administration

has pledged its support for the bill and has called attention

to the substantial number of hate crimes targeting LGBT in-

dividuals. 

Sources:

Hate Crime Report Card – LGBT.” Human Rights First.

www.humanrightsfirst.org/discrimination; 

“The Agenda: Civil Rights.” The White House.

www.whitehouse.gov/agenda/civil_rights; 

“Congressional Maneuvering Dooms Hate Crime Measure.” 

Carl Hulse. The New York Times. December 7, 2007.

www.nytimes.com/2007/12/07/washington/07hate.html
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François Chenu – 29-year-old gay man beaten

and killed by Franck Billette, Michael Fréminet

and Fabien Lavenus.

Jean-Paul Chenu – François’ father

Marie-Cecile Chenu – François’ mother

Aurelie – François’ sister

Selected People Featured in Beyond Hatred

Family:
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Franck Billette – High school student, sentenced

to 15 years for the attack. His parents, who

destroyed evidence of the attack, were sentenced

to 30 months with six months suspended.

Franck Billette’s father

Michael Fréminet – Long-time skinhead who had

been previously convicted and sentenced to eight

years in jail for pushing a Moroccan into the River

Seine in 1995 during a National Front March.

Sentenced to 20 years for Chenu’s murder.

Fabien Lavenus – Sentenced to 20 years for

Chenu’s murder.

Selected People Featured in Beyond Hatred

Perpetrators:

Family lawyer Maroud Benkoussa – Defense lawyer 

Lawyers:



Immediately after the film, you may want to give people a

few quiet moments to reflect on what they have seen. If

the mood seems tense, you can pose a general question

and give people some time to themselves to jot down or

think about their answers before opening the discussion.  

Unless you think participants are so uncomfortable that

they can’t engage until they have had a break, don’t en-

courage people to leave the room between the film and

the discussion. If you save your break for an appropriate

moment during the discussion, you won’t lose the feeling

of the film as you begin your dialogue.

One way to get a discussion going is to pose a general

question such as: 

• If you could ask anyone in the film a single question,

who would you ask and what would you ask them?  

• What did you learn from this film?  What insights did

it provide?

• Describe a moment or scene in the film that you

found particularly disturbing, interesting, or moving.

What was it about that scene that was especially

compelling for you?

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Understanding the Foundations of Hate

Crimes

• Many people in the film offer explanations for how each

of these young men came to participate in a murder that

night. Which do you find compelling? If you had been on the

jury, which might you have considered to be mitigating cir-

cumstances?

• The family’s lawyer observes that the defendants “prof-

fer the ideas of the far right.” The defense lawyers argue that

their clients were exploited by ultranationalist, xenophobic

political leader Jean-Marie Le Pen.  The leader of a vigil hon-

oring François says, “It’s unacceptable that political move-

ments use youngsters, through their simplistic slogans

designating Jews, Arabs and homosexuals, provoking hatred

and justifying violence.” In what ways do political leaders

who promote intolerance foster a climate that encourages

violence? If, indeed, the defendants were followers of Le Pen,

should Le Pen also have been held partially responsible for

their crimes? Why or why not?

• François’ father imagines what his son might have said

to his attackers that so enraged them, and François’ friend

describes their “unrelenting fury” and “pure hatred.” What

do you suppose was the focus of their anger? In what ways

do you think the existence of an openly gay man challenged

their world?

• One of the defense lawyers points out that people like

his client don’t only hate gay people; they also hate Jews,

blacks, Arabs, Communists and gypsies. In your view, why

did they target these particular groups? Aside from minor-

ity status, what do the target groups have in common?

• In a letter read by the attorneys in court, one of the de-

fendants writes that it is acceptable to “fight to protect your-

self or family, but not because someone is different.” What

kind of code of honor or worldview is reflected by this state-

ment? What is your reaction to this defendant’s reflections

on his own violence?

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Preventing Future Hate Crimes

• Francois’ father opens the film by saying that the mur-

der of his son was “a failure of the society” in which he lives

and to which he belongs. What do you think he meant? What

parts of society failed and how could they be strengthened

to prevent future failure?

• One of the defense lawyers suggests that his clients

have changed, but several family members are not so sure.

What might change the ideas of someone who adheres to an

ideology of intolerance? Consider the potential effects of

being defended by a member of a group that you hate (in

this instance, a lawyer of Arab descent, Maroud Benkoussa)

or the defense attorney’s suggestion that “to break his be-

havioral reflexes we need to make him see that the real world

is not how he saw it when he was with his skinhead pals . . .

That’s what we must do to bring him back into the fold.” In

your view, what are the chances that these things would in-

fluence the bigoted ideas of the defendants?

• One defense lawyer says, “Parents who accept their

children being skinheads and taking over the family home is

too much.” If you discovered that a loved one (or a neighbor,

student, client, congregant, friend and so on) identified as a

white supremacist, what would you do? 

• At the vigil in the park honoring Francois’ memory, the

leader says, “It’s also unacceptable that our indifference and

prejudice become bedfellows with intolerance. Each of us

must question the way we look at all other people to increase

tolerance and decrease violence.” What is the link between

intolerance and violence? What specific things could you do

in your community to respond to hate or prejudice with

greater tolerance? How might you change the way you look

at people who are different from you?

• The vigil leader also reminds those gathered that

François couldn’t conceive of intolerance and exhorts them

in his memory now to “look at ourselves to change our rap-

port with others . . . to participate in this everyday fight to in-

crease tolerance and with it the respect of difference without

which society would collapse.” Why would a lack of respect

for difference lead to societal collapse? What could you do to

increase respect for difference in your community? 

• Several people comment on the absence of strong,

healthy families in the lives of the defendants as a factor in

their adoption of values based on hate. Do you think the fam-

ily has a role to play? What does your community do to help

children in dysfunctional or struggling families? How could

you help?

• After the trial, the family crafts a statement that says, in

part, “Justice has been done. But we now wish each citizen to

feel more concerned about all they can do to stop such a

crime happening again.” What might people do to prevent

gay bashing and other hate crimes? What could you do? 

Legal Issues

• What are some of the things you noticed about the

French legal system, as depicted in the film? 

• The defendants admitted that they were going to the

park to commit violence, but they claimed that they had not

intended to kill anyone. Should their crime be considered pre-

meditated murder? Why or why not?

• According to one of the defense lawyers, “Here we had

a group of young men with shared interests, none of whom

were particularly remarkable. One had been to jail, but they

weren’t professional criminals. They were citizens who went

off on an alcohol-fuelled expedition to ‘do some Arabs.’”

What role should the background and previous criminal his-

tory of defendants play? Should the legal system address the

role of alcohol in the commission of crimes?

• At the trial, members of the press try to interview the

family. In your view, is this appropriate journalistic practice?

Where would you draw the line between the public’s interest

in knowing what is going on in their community and a family’s

right to privacy or dignity?

• The family members debate what an appropriate sen-

tence would be, with at least one family member saying, “I’d

put them away for life.” The prosecution has suggested a

minimum 15-year sentence for the minor and a minimum 20-

year sentence for each adult. What do you think an appro-

priate sentence would be?

• In considering the possible sentence for Chenu’s mur-

derers, François’ sister says, “You can understand, but not al-

ways excuse.” What is the distinction between

“understanding” and “excusing”? 

She also says, “I’m not talking about revenge . . . I know

prison’s not adapted to helping them, but you can’t just free

them.” What is the distinction between sentencing and re-

venge? How might incarceration be designed to foster the

adoption of more tolerant beliefs? 

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Healing

• François’ father says, “I need to talk. I think it’s the only

way to finally get beyond hatred.” How does talk help? In

what ways does listening to others talk help?

• The family’s lawyer was concerned that the family

might not have known that François was gay and is relieved

to find out they already knew. Why? How might the family’s

grieving process have differed if they hadn’t known?

• Several family members are upset that the defendants

didn’t really take responsibility for what they did or say they

were sorry. Why would acknowledgement and apology mat-

ter? What role do remorse and atonement play in healing

the families of crime victims?

• François’ sister says it’s as if “our family exploded” after

her brother’s murder. How would you describe the impact

of this crime on each of the families it touched?

• Francois’ mother describes her mixed feelings about

coming face-to-face with her son’s murderers saying, “I’d like

to have retained my anger forever, but whatever happens .

. . I’ll have to see them differently.” How does seeing the de-

fendants humanize them? How does it influence Marie-Ce-

cile’s ability to respond with a message about tolerance?

• The film allows us to witness the evolution of Francois’

family’s grief and feelings toward the defendants. What

characteristics did the family have and what impact did it

have on their grieving process?

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Six months after the end of the trial, François’ parents wrote the letter below that ends the film. Share your reactions to the

letter. If you were writing your own letter, what would you say?

An open letter to Fabien, Michael and Franck.

We, the parents of François, have decided to write to you today. We don't know if
you'll read this, or if you’ll reply if you do read it.

At the end of your trial on October 8, 2004, we already knew we would write to
you. We waited several months before doing so, as we wanted to wait for the pressures
of the three-day trial to subside. During those three days, we watched and listened to
you. We attempted to decipher your logic of hate but were unable to do so. We attempted
to understand the spiral of violence that pushed you into killing our son. 

François didn’t know you, and you didn’t know him. He trusted you. He believed
in man, whatever his color, religion or customs. He didn’t flee from you. Instead, he
told you what he thought.

You murdered him out of fear and hatred. You caused his life and yours to topple
over. You denied his humanity, thus betraying your own.

The trial told us about your lives, your family, your friends. But we also heard
from your lips words that suggested something was changing inside you. 

Know that in spite of our pain and our suffering, we are not driven by any
desire for vengeance. Justice was done, and rightly so. We hope for your sake that you
will regain your human dignity – the dignity you lost when you killed François.

We know that in prison, you are victims and have had violence turned against
you.

This test will turn you into men capable of thinking and realizing that courage
doesn't mean attacking the weakest, but being able to face each other.

We hope you will try and succeed. You must go forward, so you are not trapped
forever in that ideology of death: Hatred of someone just because he is different from
you. Reading and thinking can help you free yourselves of this. Meeting others will be
easier if you learn to know yourselves, with all your wounds, your defects and your
other qualities. Through these meetings, learn to love others. They are not necessarily
your enemies.

François showed you the way. He personified courage by refusing to respond to
violence or be humiliated and instead simply being himself. He truly believed we could
co-exist by accepting all that we are and by refusing all that shuts us away.

Don’t hesitate to seek help where you are now, so that you may forge a future
for yourselves without hatred and violence. We truly wish you success. If you like,
please write to us. We’ll certainly reply.

© American Documentary, Inc.
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• Investigate individual school policies and the types of

anti-bias education currently available in your school district.

Facilitate the inclusion of LGBT people by helping school of-

ficials identify qualified speakers and discussion leaders.

Work with organizations like GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian and

Straight Education Network), PFLAG (Parents, Families and

Friends of Lesbians and Gays) or a local Gay-Straight Al-

liance group to ensure that LGBT people are covered by

policies barring discrimination.

• Brainstorm ways to challenge publicly political leaders

or media personalities who promote intolerance. Choose one

or two actions from your list and create a network to sup-

port those who are willing to speak out publicly on the

group’s behalf.

• Prepare and practice peaceful responses to gay bash-

ing and be ready to respond should LGBT people in your

community be the targets of violence or harassment. Con-

sider how you could support victims and their loved ones,

as well as other people who might be vulnerable to attack,

and how you might help perpetrators develop more toler-

ant beliefs. 

• Determine whether or not there is (or should be) any

pending hate crimes legislation in your locality or state. Let

your elected officials know how you want them to vote on

such legislation, if it exists.

• Include a screening of Beyond Hatred as part of your

community’s observance of Gay Pride Month (June) or as

part of other gay pride events in your area; a listing can be

found here: www.gaycityusa.com/pride.htm.
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Join local community groups and national organizations

that are working on issues around hate crimes. Learn

more about organizations working for change:

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION: 

LESBIAN GAY BISEXUAL TRANSGENDER PROJECT

www.aclu.org/lgbt

The ACLU’s LGBT Project fights discrimination and moves

public opinion on LGBT rights through the courts, legisla-

tures and public education across five issue areas: relation-

ships, schools & youth, parenting, transgender and

discrimination. Site visitors can get more involved through

the “Get Busy. Get Equal” initiative (http://gbge.aclu.org/),

which provides tools on how to achieve LGBT equality.

ANTI-VIOLENCE PROJECT

www.avp.org

This organization, based in New York City, provides coun-

seling, advocacy, a bilingual hotline for victims of violence

and more. It is dedicated to eliminating hate violence and

sexual assault, specifically towards the LGBT and HIV-af-

fected communities. You can take action by donating to or

volunteering for the Anti-Violence Project.

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN: HATE CRIMES

www.hrc.org/issues/hate_crimes.asp

This advocacy organization is devoted to achieving equal

rights for LGBT people. The group’s website provides a va-

riety of resources related to combating hate crimes, includ-

ing news stories, legislative initiatives, a FAQ about hate

crimes that includes the latest updates on anti-hate crimes

legislation and more. You can support the Human Rights

Campaign by hosting a house party, volunteering and more.

(www.hrc.org/get_involved/ways_to_support.asp).

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER (SPLC)

www.splcenter.org

The Southern Poverty Law Center fights discrimination and

works on tolerance education programs. The group’s web-

site provides information on hate crimes, including docu-

mentation of hate incidents and a hate groups map

(www.splcenter.org/intel/map/hate.jsp). You can add your-

self to the SPLC’s Stand Strong Against Hate map (www.spl-

center.org/center/petitions/standstrong/index.jsp) to indi-

cate your opposition to racism in your community. You can

also find more ways to take action, and you can subscribe to

email news updates and donate to the cause (www.splcen-

ter.org/center/help.jsp) 

GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE AGAINST DEFAMATION

(GLAAD)

www.glaad.org

This organization is dedicated to promoting and ensuring

fair, accurate and inclusive representation of people and

events in the media as a means of eliminating homophobia

and discrimination based on gender identity and sexual ori-

entation. GLAAD’s website has a Calls to Action page

(www.glaad.org/calltoaction) that encourages people to get

involved with media campaigns and report media defama-

tion.

GAY, LESBIAN AND STRAIGHT EDUCATION NETWORK

(GLSEN)

www.glsen.org

The Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network tracks the

climate in various schools for LGBT youth and also provides

anti-bias education resources. The website provides tools

and tips for both educators and young people to make

school more safe for all students regardless of sexual orien-

tation or gender identity/expression.

INTERNATIONAL LESBIAN , GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANS

AND INTERSEX ASSOCIATION (ILGA)

www.ilga.org

The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex

Association is a worldwide network of national and local

groups dedicated to achieving equal rights for LGBTI people

everywhere. Visitors can search the website by different re-

gions, read articles about LGBTI issues around the world and

find ways to get involved with ILGA.
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INTERNATIONAL GAY AND LESBIAN HUMAN RIGHTS

COMMISSION 

www.iglhrc.org

The International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commis-

sion (IGLHRC) is a leading international organization dedi-

cated to human rights advocacy on behalf of people who

experience discrimination or abuse on the basis of their ac-

tual or perceived sexual orientation, gender identity or ex-

pression. The website contains links to online petitions,

regional updates and training materials, and a calendar of

events around the world.

LAMBDA LEGAL

www.lambdalegal.org

Lambda Legal is a national organization committed to

achieving full recognition of the civil rights of lesbians, gay

men, bisexuals, transgender people and those with HIV

through impact litigation, education and public policy work.

Lambda Legal’s “Take Action” page (www.lambdalegal.org/

take-action/) offers ways for people to get involved and in-

formed by signing up for updates and volunteering legal

services, if applicable.  

MATTHEW SHEPARD FOUNDATION

www.matthewshepard.org

The Matthew Shepard Foundation was founded by Dennis

and Judy Shepard in memory of their 21-year old son,

Matthew, who was murdered in an anti-gay hate crime in

Wyoming in 1998. The Foundation focuses on three primary

areas: erasing hate in our society, helping youth organiza-

tions establish environments where young people can feel

safe and be themselves and fighting for equality for all LGBT

Americans. Keep abreast of the latest news from the Foun-

dation, including the progress of the Matthew Shepard Act

in Congress, on the organization’s website. You can also

share your story, donate and support the work of the or-

ganization.

NATIONAL GAY AND LESBIAN TASK FORCE

www.thetaskforce.org

This gay rights advocacy organization tracks hate crime sta-

tistics and has compiled state-by-state status reports on

anti-hate crimes legislation. Learn about specific issues and

actions in your state (www.thetaskforce.org/activist_cen-

ter/act_locally )

PARENTS, FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND

GAYS (PFLAG)

http://community.pflag.org

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays has

grassroots chapters around the United States that provide

support and services to LGBT people and their families. 
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FILM-RELATED WEB SITES

Original Online Content on 

P.O.V. Interactive (www.pbs.org/pov) 

P.O.V.’s Beyond Hatred companion website

www.pbs.org/pov/beyondhatred    

To enhance the broadcast, P.O.V. has produced an interac-

tive website to enable viewers to explore the film in greater

depth. The companion website to Beyond Hatred offers a

streaming video trailer for the film; an interview with film-

maker Olivier Meyrou; a list of related websites, organiza-

tions and books; a downloadable discussion guide;

classroom activities and the following special features:

THE CHENUS SPEAK

Read a transcript of the extraordinary letter that

 Francois’ family wrote to one of his murderers, as well

as a transcript of what Francois’ father read at the

 candlelight ceremony the family held in the park where

Francois died.

WATCHING BEYOND HATRED

The murder of Francois Chenu, and his family’s dignity

in the face of overwhelming tragedy, can teach us all a

great deal about compassion. Experts in the fields of

law, restorative justice, hate crimes and more respond

to the film by delving into the context of Francois’

 murder and explaining what viewers can do to increase

tolerance.

HATE CRIMES

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION: 

HATE CRIME STATISTICS

www.fbi.gov/ucr/hc2007

On April 23, 1990, Congress passed the Hate Crime Statistics

Act, which requires the Attorney General to collect data

“about crimes that manifest evidence of prejudice based on

race, religion, sexual orientation or ethnicity.” This website

lists all statistics collected by the FBI about hate crimes in

America. You can search for hate crimes in your area, look at

the number of crimes over a certain period of time and more.

HUMAN RIGHTS FIRST (HRF): 

FIGHTING DISCRIMINATION

www.humanrightsfirst.org/discrimination

Human Rights First is an international human rights organi-

zation. Specifically, with regard to hate crimes, the organi-

zation examines bias-driven violence around the world, and

advocates methods of combating it. HRF’s website publishes

extensive reports (www.humanrightsfirst.org/discrimina-

tion/pages.aspx?id=78) about hate crimes around the world,

including in Europe, and also includes a 10-point plan for

combating hate crimes (www.humanrightsfirst.org/discrim-

ination/pages.aspx?id=152) addressed to governments

around the world. The website of the organization also in-

cludes a hate crime report card for France (www.human-

rightsfirst.org/discrimination/pages.aspx?id=109)
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Share your thoughts about Beyond Hatred

by posting a comment on the P.O.V. Blog

www.pbs.org/pov/blog or send an email to pbs@pov.org. 



THE NEW YORK TIMES: HATE CRIMES

www.nytimes.com

This special section from The New York Times includes arti-

cles and commentary published about the topic. Check back

to read new articles, including updates on the Matthew

Shepard Act, which was passed by the House of Represen-

tatives in May 2009 and awaits a vote in the Senate.

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE ONLINE

www.restorativejustice.org/intro

Restorative justice is a theory that emphasizes repairing

harm caused by criminal behavior. Find out more about me-

diation, victim assistance and the restorative justice model

on this extensive website.

THE FETZER INSTITUTE

www.fetzer.org/

This private foundation focuses on fostering awareness of

love and the power of forgiveness in the emerging global

community. The group’s website provides links to descrip-

tions of numerous programs as well as a Resources section

that includes research materials, publications and interview

transcripts.

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF PARENTS OF 

MURDERED CHILDREN (POMC)

www.pomc.org/

This organization seeks to provide support and assistance

to the family and friends of homicide victims while working

to create a world free of murder. Not only does POMC help

survivors deal with their acute grief, but the organization

also helps survivors navigate the criminal justice system. The

POMC website provides a list of local chapters, a forum, an

Ask the Experts section and more.

PBS/NPR

PBS

NOW: WHAT’S NEXT FOR GAY AMERICANS?

www.pbs.org

Joe Solmonese, president of Human Rights Campaign, the

nation’s largest gay rights organization, talks to NOW about

his hopes for the future of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and

transgender community following recent setbacks at the

polls. (Week of December 5, 2008)

THE ONLINE NEWSHOUR:

GENERATION NEXT: SPEAK UP BE HEARD

www.pbs.org

Judy Woodruff travels across the United States and speaks

with adults 16 to 25 years old to gauge their opinions on a

variety of issues. Viewers meet Josh Delsman, an 18 year old

from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., who reluctantly revealed he was

gay at age 14 after a friend told middle school officials and

those officials informed his parents. (September 5, 2007) 

FRONTLINE/WORLD: ROUGH CUT: KARINA’S STORY:

BUILDING A LIFE AS A TRANSGENDER WOMAN

www.pbs.org

All Karina Parra wants is to lead the life of an ordinary 27-

year-old woman. But, as filmmaker Joui Turandot explains,

leading a normal life is no easy task for a transgender person

in Chile. (June 1, 2006)
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NPR

NEWS AND VIEWS: BLACK, GAY COMMUNITIES 

COLLIDE OVER GAY MARRIAGE

www.npr.org

As a response to the controversy over California’s Prop 8,

Farai Chideya moderates a conversation about race and sex-

ual identity, the proposition’s impact on American politics

and the future of coalition building between black and gay

people. (November 13, 2008)

WEEKEND EDITION: TEN YEARS LATER, 

SHEPARD CASE HAUNTS REPORTERS

www.npr.org

Matthew Shepard’s murder in 1998 ignited a firestorm of

media coverage for months, changing the small town of

Laramie, Wyo. forever. But it also had a profound effect on

the journalists assigned to the story: The brutality of the

crime haunts many of them to this day, and several of them

say it has changed the course of their lives. (October 12,

2008)

ALL THINGS CONSIDERED: WYOMING TOWN STILL

GRAPPLING WITH SHEPARD MURDER

www.npr.org

On October 6, 1998, Matthew Shepard, a young gay college

student, was brutally murdered in Laramie, Wyo. Residents

there are still dealing with the legacy of the crime. (October

11, 2008)

THE BRYANT PARK PROJECT: ABCS AND LGBT:

TEACHING TOLERANCE TO KIDS

www.npr.org

The same week a gay eighth grader was murdered because

of his sexual orientation, a landmark documentary on gay

tolerance celebrated its 10th anniversary. (February 25,

2008)

TALK OF THE NATION: IN AFRICA, 

A FIGHT FOR GAY RIGHTS

www.npr.org

Cary Alan Johnson, an Africa specialist at the International

Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission, talks about the

rise of violent crimes against gays and lesbians in Africa.

(August 14, 2007)

ELECTION 2008: DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES 

SHARE IN GAY RIGHTS FORUM

www.npr.org

In 2007, nearly all of the Democratic candidates for presi-

dent appeared in Los Angeles for a debate-style forum on

gay rights. The event – a first for a national-level campaign

– was sponsored by the Human Rights Campaign and car-

ried on the LOGO cable television channel, which broadcasts

programming geared toward a gay audience. (August 10,

2007)
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To order Beyond Hatred, visit www.firstrunfeatures.com

Produced by American Documentary, Inc.

and beginning its 22nd season on PBS in

2009, the award-winning P.O.V. series is the

longest-running showcase on American television to feature the

work of today’s best independent documentary filmmakers.

P.O.V., which airs June through September with primetime spe-

cials during the year, has brought more than 275 acclaimed doc-

umentaries to millions nationwide, and has a Webby

Award-winning online series, P.O.V.'s Borders. Since 1988, P.O.V.

has pioneered the art of presentation and outreach using inde-

pendent nonfiction media to build new communities in conver-

sation about today's most pressing social issues. More

information is available at www.pbs.org/pov.

Major funding for P.O.V. is provided by PBS, The John D. and

Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, National Endowment for

the Arts, The Educational Foundation of America, JPMorgan

Chase Foundation, New York City Department of Cultural

 Affairs, New York State Council on the Arts, Lower Manhattan

Cultural Council, The September 11th Fund and public television

viewers. Funding for P.O.V.'s Diverse Voices Project is provided

by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and The Andy

Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts. Special support provided

by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. P.O.V. is

presented by a consortium of public television stations,

 including KCET Los Angeles, WGBH Boston and Thirteen/WNET

New York. 

P.O.V. Interactive www.pbs.org/pov

P.O.V.'s award-winning Web department produces special fea-

tures for every P.O.V. presentation, extending the life of our films

through filmmaker interviews, story updates, podcasts, video

and community-based and educational content that involves

viewers in activities and feedback. P.O.V. Interactive also pro-

duces our Web-only showcase for interactive storytelling,

P.O.V.’s Borders. In addition, the P.O.V. Blog is a gathering place

for documentary fans and filmmakers to discuss and debate their

favorite films, get the latest news and link to further resources.

The P.O.V. website, blog and film archives form a unique and

 extensive online resource for documentary storytelling. 

P.O.V. Community Engagement and Education 

P.O.V. works with local PBS stations, educators and community

organizations to present free screenings and discussion events

to engage communities in vital conversations about our world.

As a leading provider of quality nonfiction programming for use

in public life, P.O.V. offers an extensive menu of resources, in-

cluding free discussion guides and curriculum-based lesson

plans. P.O.V.’s Youth Views works with youth organizers and

 students to provide them with resources and training to use

 independent documentaries as a catalyst for social change.

American Documentary, Inc.  www.amdoc.org

American Documentary, Inc. (AmDoc) is a multimedia company

dedicated to creating, identifying and presenting contemporary

stories that express opinions and perspectives rarely featured in

mainstream media outlets. AmDoc is a catalyst for public

 culture, developing collaborative strategic engagement

 activities around socially relevant content on television, online

and in community settings. These activities are designed to

 trigger action, from dialogue and feedback to educational

 opportunities and community participation. Simon Kilmurry is

executive director of American Documentary | P.O.V.
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